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ders of Assyria far beyond any of his predecessors
in that direction. By his colonizing methods he
had begun the assimilation of divers populations
into one common whole. He had extended the
field of operations for Assyrian commerce all the
way across Mesopotomia and Syria to the Phoeni-
cian cities. Had his people been native to the
seacoast, he might have undertaken to snatch the
commerce of the Mediterranean. But there was
no need for that in his time. Some problems and
difficulties must be left for the future to solve.

While this long series of campaigns was in
progress in the west Babylonia was first peaceful
and then disturbed. In one sense the Assyrian
protectorate, while it oppressed the native sense
of dignity and independence, was a great blessing.
It delivered the people from the need of a great
standing army, and gave them a sense of security
\vithout it. The reign of Nabonassar was an age
of literary activity, especially manifested in the
study of histoiy and chronology,1 and the leisure
for such study was won by Assyrian arms. In
estimating the reign of Tiglathpileser this must not
be left out of the account.

With the end of the reign of Nabonassar, in
733, the period of peace abruptly closed, if, in-
deed, there had not been disturbances before that
time. He was succeeded by his son, Nabu-nadin-
zer (733-732), who was slain by a usurper, Nabu-
shum-ukin, in the second year of his reign. It

1 See above, vol i, pp. 333, 345.